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Introduction

Fducatuon can be described as the widenime ol conscrou
restrictions in the cognitive and emotional fields, ducation. winet
various modes. including the distance-fearning mode, 15 & basic
Distance cducation can play and does play a very important vole i

of a country's human resources at various levels. Tt gencirally rel

are not under the continuous and immediate supervisors or tlor Hies
or on the same premises. but which. nonctheless. beneit trom i
teaching of o supporting organtsation. Keecan (1990) detmes distain

education. open learning. open teaching, non-traditional

teaching, correspondence educatton, mndependent study. o

distance, cxtension study. external study, external

learning. fife-long cducation. lite-long learning, coniract eani

directed private study. drop-tn - learning, areiny

mndependent e

resource-based learmmg. sell-access learmmye. sefl-study o supr

cducation.

In distance cducation. pertorming fuimaniige

seience subjects as teaching ot scrence subjects necds o reguk
ety ™\

Dk -dro
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onwards application by the fearners. i this

(NSOU). the feading Open Lniversity e Bastern indie o

science suabjects vz, Physies. Chemistry.

Degree programme (BDP) from 2000-01 acadeimie sess

s

nindset ot the students scientfically and s sonuehiane

However. Open Distance earmimge (ODL) s now
education as evidenced by the establishment ol

increasing enrolment of students in these mstitutions. In Induae cui

total numbers of students cnrolled i India’s higher cducation sysie

mstitutions (Dikshit, 2003). Concomitant with the crowth of CGDI1

high rates ol student dropout. Rescarch has shown that G s

typically higher than student dropout rates in conventional, 1uce
[OUS: Bareloot, 2004 Wogcie,

the present paper amms to scarch the major causes ol studei

cducation (Kember, nowski & b
fropu
Science Prooramme at Netaje Subhas Open Universoy Didir 1oe
study could shed some light in near furure in highee cducatton o

laboratory based science subjects couled be mininsed
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Objectives of the studs

The objectives of the siudy were toe

« Distablish the moos taciors that led some distance students to drop out from the studics

«  Bstablish whethee commumncation between the directorate of distance education and
stndents contetbnied to the dropout rate.

«  bstablish whether crnployment interrupted students from studving.

»  bstablish whether the stodents would prefer 1o complete studies exclusively by
distance leamime

« Listabhish that the constramis of Taboratory cliass would be o reason for dropont

Significance of the stody

Iowas hoped that the cdy would come npow ity the reasons that made the students 1o
popont Trone e ndhies partcutartv o Taboratony based saience subjects. Possibly the
cluttons for steeving the diopoat rate would alse be outhned as per submissions ol the

students Moreover. it was hoped that the study would influence to make a policy by the
Government and onward implementation by the academic institutions pertaining to distance

oarninge

Victhodology

Phe authors vsed both the guantitative and aualitative procedures for survey. In order
o brme outan accmate and adeguate account of faciors on the subject. survey questionnaires
were used. The questioneane consisted of 1O module

Mitogetter thirty s students were surveyed mthis study. The population consisted

te dropout students from cight different study centres (randomly sclected from both the

trbin and rural arcas) of West Bengal, India, Duringe selection of dropout students for survey.
we took only the students enrolled within 2000-01 10 2000-10 academic sessions as Netaji
Subbas Open Unversity offers five years for completion ol bachelor course.,

Frequencres and percentages were used 1o analvze quantitative data. while content
anaivers awas used tor goahitative data
Resuits

e Sex and religion of respondents: Nearly S8R90 of the respondents were male and
LE T were female. T0O0% ol the respondents were Hindu by their religion. It seenis
to-be a limitation of our survey that we could not reach the study centres covering the
minority areas (hgure 1).

*  Caste and age of students: On an average 55.55% of the respondents were general in
caste and 4.449% belongs to other castes, ... S.C. ST OBC ete. 100% of the
respondents were above 25 vears ofd (fieure 1), So. it was interesting to note that
there s anmtension imong the over aeed students to enrol themselves i any distance
cducation mstitutron

* Material status of students: 1t was interesting to found that S5.55% of the
respondents were married and 44 44% were unmarried (figure 1), So. marriage was
not a problem for the students tor therr enrotment in distance education institution.

*  Dustance from the study centres: 22.22°¢ of the respondents lived in rural places and
JR% ol the respondents Bived inurban arcas of West Bengal. India among the
surveyed studentss However, 8333 of students travelled below 15 km distance from
then resrdence to stndy centres and 16.67% of students travelled more than 15 km

distance tor their study (figure 1y
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*  Monthly income of the family: 16.67 % of respondents were between Rs.3,000 and
Rs 10,000 income group and 83.339% of respondents were above Rs. 10,000

income group (licure |)

[iscussion

COMICS ot tel the studenis may DL O ’1: hecaus Lgy hi
these programni ourses wili be eusier as previousiv advocated by Carnevale (2000) inth
untext. Fozdar & Kamar (2006) opined thai in distance education. students” « Kpectations i
hiattercd when they realized that ODL programme/ courses Fegue n me effo i
nore - thain traditional programme/ courses which became (11 wothe st b Neg
yubhas Open University as found in the survey 1 port. | ~ reported th thidi one-i
ive undergraduates are failing to compete the first year of their devree th
perfornming universities, it emereed. prompting fears nllions o peun !
noney s bemg wasted on unwanted courses {Fovd e U
mestimated tour-in-ten students will fail 1o fi the course th wied after eith Dp
out. switching to another institution or graduating with a Jesser qualification
Profile of puiticipants
[t was noticed that the majority of the students learninge istan \
ages between 26 and 45, 88.89% were mules and 1119 were females showing d
disparity. 899 of the respondents were in cmployment and self-sponsored. 88% siated tha
they never stopped studies at any time although thev knew some of their eolleacu ho ha
discontinued their studies due to reasons such s
« Luck of funds as they could not sponsor thems
* Being promoted at working place.
e Marital and family problems. especially for female 5
*  No permission given to attend the compulsory stu
Fhey suggested that in order to minimise the dropout covernment sho
«  bBxtend government bursaries scheme to distance ;
Y
. Give foans to be recovered later. i
«  More usage of information and communicati for the student ;

Interruption of studies by employment

s0% ol the respondents believed that, in some situations. studies were mterrupicd

employment, while 20% disagreed. Those who agreed suggested how this problem could by i ‘
sorted out, such as: study centre should not be compulsory but optional. course materials : )
: issignments should be sent to the students who had failed to attend the classes i i S
centre, and cmployers should give study leave o their cmplovees who wer ( e h
cnable them o attend the compulsory classes i " i
: Necessity of compulsory study centre for distance students ey
F00% of the respondents agreed that the compulsory annual classes in the i, R s i
centres was necessary because library facilities as well as practical classes assisted siuds
research for the assignments made them feel part and parcel of the university and enjoy i B iy
‘ academic atmosphere on campus b :
SR ¥
Preference to complete studies exclusively by distauce learning )
¥ I8 preterred to complete their studies by distance fearnine becadace: e
i e They would have more time 1o attend the family commitmenis
50 272 » . G
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Seeking sponsorship from government would not be necessary
« They would find it easy to source funds for their studies.

» Since they would be working and studying at the same time, they would not miss

promotion at their work places.
Respondents suggested other ways that would reduce the dropout rate amongst distance

Judents such as:

« Government sponsorship should be extended to distance students.

s Study materials should be sent to the students early.

o Course materials should be posted through internet.

« Lecturers should set questions in relation to what they taught.

«  FExamination centers should be further decentralized to districts in order « reduce

transport costs.

Conclusion
From the study findings. it is clear that there were various factors (viz. in search

jobs, time constraints for the students, family economic problen: etc.) that contributed to the

‘1“

lropout rate among distance learning students at the Netaji Subhas Open University. Bur ti

nteresting feature was that no one dropped out due the practical Toad and/or due 1o attending
i

nractical classes for the completion of their course curriculum. We are of a belief that st

nroblems should be sorted out in order to slow down the dropout rate.
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